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Key to the Battlefi eld National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Antietam National Battlefi eld
P. O. Box 158
Sharpsburg, MD  21782

While visiting the battlefi eld, you will notice several tablets, markers, monuments and cannons that dot the 
landscape. All are part of the long term preservation and interpretation of the battlefi eld. Here is a guide to what 
you will see.

National Park Service Waysides
These information signs are located at each of the numbered auto 
tour stops and provide maps, photographs, and quotes. They tell 
the basic story of the various battles and are designed for use by the 
general public.

War Department Tablets
Over 300 tablets provide more detailed information than the 
waysides and are scattered throughout the battlefi eld. They were 
created by the War Department in the 1890s to mark the location of 
diff erent parts of each army during the battle. The tablets are best 
used to fi nd individual regiments and follow the detailed actions 
of the battle. It is often diffi  cult to use the tablets without a good 
working knowledge of the battle.

Artillery Locations
There were over 500 cannons at the battle. The cannons on the 
fi eld today mark the locations of cannons during the battle. The 
barrels of these cannons are from the Civil War; the wheels and 
carriages have been rebuilt.

Historic Fencing
The battlefi eld is currently restoring miles of historic fences 
that existed at the time of the battle. Using historic maps and 
photographs, park staff  and volunteers have built two main types 
of fences - fi ve rail vertical and snake, worm or zig-zag. If you see 
one of these two types of fences in the park, they represent where a 
fence was during the battle.
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Mortuary Cannons
These cannon barrels, mounted on their muzzles in blocks of 
stone, mark the names and locations where generals were killed 
or mortally wounded during the battle. There are three for 
Confederate generals (Gens. Starke, Anderson, Branch) and three 
for Union generals (Gens. Mansfi eld, Richardson, and Rodman).

Observation Tower
Built by the War Department in 1896 as part of the early 
development eff orts by the military to create an open-air classroom 
at the battlefi eld. The tower is located at a corner of “Bloody Lane” 
and is open except during inclement weather.

Monuments
Primarily built by veterans of the battle and states to commemorate 
their sacrifi ces here, the monuments are typically located where 
the troops fought during the battle. There are 96 monuments 
at Antietam, the majority of which are Union. After the war, the 
former Confederacy was so devastated it was diffi  cult for the 
veterans to raise the needed money to build monuments.


